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JOURNEY to the Cross: 40 days of discovery

We just celebrated Christmas and Epiphany and now we are preparing for Lent. Time goes by so
quickly, doesn’t it. Lent begins this year on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 22nd) and ends with our Easter
service on April 8th. T am so excited about our theme for this year: JOURNEY to the Cross: 40 days of
discovery. The materials we have put together for our observation of Lent this year are intended to help
everyone reflect more significantly on Christ’s passion, as we use this special time for 1. Meditation,
prayer and penitential practices. 2. Increase our understanding of Christ’s sacrifice and Resurrection. 3.
Renew our baptismal vows and recommit to the Christian life. These practices help us to prepare for
the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection victory on Easter Sunday. Such celebration becomes even more
meaningful and rewarding when God’s people set aside time in the weeks leading up to Easter to
worship, study Scriptures, and think and pray about what Jesus has done for us, personalizing it in our
hearts and lives.

The materials we have put together this year are meant to help all of us share the love and peace that
flow from Jesus. They are meant to be encouraging, clear and personally meaningful.

This year, when we begin our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday, you will be receiving:

- a special Lenten cross (to be worn during the season of Lent)

- A Journey to the Cross adult prayer journal, designed for daily use. This will help everyone to
spend time in God’s Word in the days leading up to Easter and to think more deeply about what Jesus
did for us on the cross.

- Teens and young adults will receive a Journey to the Cross faith experience journal designed to
help them encounter the crucified and risen Savior and then respond to that encounter in a variety of
meaningful ways.

- From the pastors and vicar you will be receiving inspiring sermons designed to make our journey to
the cross more meaningful. The theme of each week’s sermon is listed below.

JOURNEY to the Cross: 40 days of discovery

Ash Wed. Theme: THE JOURNEY
Scripture: "He humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even death on a
cross.” Philippians 2:8
Midweek 2 Theme: FULFILLING LOVE
Scripture: "Love one another, as I have loved you.” John 15:12
Midweek 3 Theme: LEAD US
Scripture: "Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil." Luke 11:4
Midweek 4 Theme: THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER
Scripture: "I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy.” Psalm 31:7
Midweek 5 Theme: WHY SO MANY TRIALS
Scripture: "All things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in
the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me." Luke 24 :44
Midweek 6 Theme: LASTING WORDS, LASTING WORDS
Scripture: "Behold the Lamb of God!" John 1:36
Lent is always a deeply reflective time for me. I hope it will be for you, too, this
year. Many blessings as you begin your journey to the Savior’s cross this month.
J May you find peace and power in what Jesus accomplished on that cross and in his
!
= empty tomb!
(\./
In His service
(\) and yours,
—_—

Pastor Dana

Bethlehem Lutheran Church and Lutheran Preschool
1423 North 8th Avenue ¢ Jacksonville Beach, Florida 32250
(904) 249-5418 or (904) 249-1204
www.bethlehemlutheranjaxbeach.org



February Birthdays

Attendance Record

Date 6 pm 8 pm 10 pm Total
12/24 320 324 85 729
10 am
12/25 130
7pm
12/31 95
10 am
1/1 157
8 am 9:30 am 11 am Total
1/8 112 101 121 334
1/15 104 87 105 296
1/22 100 84 134 318

February 19th
Mystery Dinner ¢ 5:30

February 10-11th

Couples Retreat

Sign up on the bulletin
board in the Narthex

February Greeters

8:00

11:00

Feb5  Valerie Gruhn/Anna Arno
Feb 12 Scott & Jessica Harrison
Feb 19 Wayne & Arlene Lorenz
Feb 26 Chuck & Shirley Berlin

Lee & Joan Fisher

Rita Wells, Jayne Hoover
Bruce & Holly Dellinger
Mary Dorsett, Jean Shimp

If you would like to serve, please contact

Anna Arno, anna202358@hotmail.com, (8 am) Jean Shimp,
rlshimp@comcast.net (11am) or Joan Richards,
nanajoan1205@ gmail.com (9:30am). It is a great way to get to
know more members.

SENIOR GAME DAY

Monday, February 6th
Disciples’ Hall at 9:30 a.m.
Play cards followed by lunch.

Please join us!

February 1 David Thies
February 2 Taylor Gimbel
Nitasha Mazzeo
Dennis Ray
February 3 Sandy Groleau
Logan Hunter
Carolyn Rickert
February 4 Donald Losey
February 5 Michelle Adkison
Joseph Cruise
Thomas Ford
Benjamin Santiago
February 6 Wilma Corbitt
February 7 Jake Clawson
Ike Eischen
Christopher Johnson
Barbara Zikeli
February 8 Steven Pietrasiuk
Mariah Thies
February 9 Steven Corbitt
Michaele Harried
Becky Whitaker
February 10 Sharon Connell
Melissa DelDuco
Cathy Streeter
February 11 Larry Corbett
Clark Schumacher
February 12 Ethan Barrett
Bruce Carpenter
James Larrivee
Julie Truax
February 13 Lori Bennett
Sven Helberg
February 14 Ken Imel
Charles Ray, Jr.
February 15 MaryJo Hunavy
Asher Randolph
February 16 Deborah Donnelly
Eleanor LoCricchio
Edwin Richenbacher
February 17 Deborah Addis
Elliott Randolph
February 18 Judy Grigg
February 19 Spencer Gregg
Marie MacDonald
February 20 Gail Goff
Teri Keintz
February 21 Lucy Oberheu
February 22 Paul Monaghan
February 23 Jeremy Randolph
February 24 John Lawrence
February 26 Matthew MacDonald
February 27 Betty Bush
Neil Robar
February 28 Charles Marks

Danielle Schaeffer

February Anniversaries

February 2
February 9
February 16

February Screen Operators
Feb. 5

8:00 Brenda
9:30 Maggie
11:00  Carol

Volunteers are needed to run the screens on Sunday mornings at
all three services. Training is provided and you would only need
to volunteer for one Sunday a month. Please contact Kristine
Perryman if you are interested with what service you attend.

Richard & Almanette Ford 48 year
Edward & Lorna Boyajian 38 year
Don & Sharon Connell 55 year

Feb. 12 Feb. 19 Feb. 26
Susan Val Kristine
Jim Teneil Jim
Whitney Toni Tami

904-536-0826 or via e-mail at murraykr@hotmail.com

February Acolytes

February 5
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
February 12
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
February 19
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
February 26
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

David Grigg & Donald Grigg
Emily Palmer & Timmy Taylor
Mariah Thies & Whitney Wagner

Cameron Hardy & Abby Hardy
Christopher Gregor & Michael Gregor
David Lease & Lauren Wheeler

Evan Cripe
Jacob Florey & Emily Palmer
Mariah Thies & Molly Clawson

David Grigg & Donald Grigg
Christopher Gregor & Michael Gregor
Lauren Wheeler & Whitney Wagner

Please arrive 15 minutes early to insure that you light the candles
10 minutes prior to the Worship Service.

If you are unable to serve your assigned service time or date,
please call or email tarnot@bellsouth.net or 704-5117, Tammy
Barley so that I can make other arrangements.



Grace of the Ordinary

We often look for the big, the spectacular, the very special events to find satisfaction. We
use these major road marks to measure the success of our lives. Graduations, weddings,
births, anniversaries - all of these big deals to infuse our lives with meaning. In the church
we look towards Christmas, Easter, Reformation - all the big ones as special spiritual
highlights in our worship. I would like to suggest that real Grace (and growth) comes from
the Ordinary. It is not the 'sizzle’ or the fireworks or the cantatas or the Big Annual Events,
but rather the choir singing a simple anthem every Sunday, the regular Sunday School class

on any given Sunday, normal dinners everyday, the quiet (or not) moments of daily activities of families just being together. These are
the things for which we are grateful. It is here that we find Grace - everyday. It doesn't hit us over the head; it is just there for us to
notice and appreciate.

We here at Bethlehem have been the recipient of the most wonderful example of Grace for many years. and I am confident that the
Grace will continue although the person will be different. We have been served by one who has not given us a stifling routine, but rather
a Devotion; who has kept things organized, attended to necessities and kept everything moving and working just as it should. Any
question from the simplest to the most complex has always been answered without any brouhaha. It is just quietly handled. I shed a
tear as I write this thinking how much we all shall miss Peggy Roberts in the office handling all the ordinaries with such grace.
Fortunately we continue to be blessed with another personification of grace who will also be organizing and handling so many things
that make the operation of this church possible. We welcome Tami Moe and hope that we will make her transition into these big shoes
smooth and pleasant. I also must say a word about Jennifer who is now the senior assistant and who also does more than anyone could
ever imagine. I thank all three of these wonderful women and count among my many blessings their friendship. Thank you, Peggy and

Jennifer and welcome Tami!

Handbells

Looking for a way to participate in the
music ministry, but singing isn’t your thing?
Join the handbell choir! We have a beginning
group that rehearses on Wednesdays at 7pm.
Please contact Kristine Perryman if you are interested. 904-536-
0826 or via e-mail at murraykr@hotmail.com

God's Grace and goodwill to all.
Kathleen Olive, Minister of Music

Music Group

Calling All Instrumentalists... We are putting together an
instrumental group to play for special services at the church to
play a few times a year. Dust off your old school instrument and
join us. Date and time to be determined. Please contact Kristine
Perryman if you are interested with what instrument you play.
904-536-0826 or via e-mail at murraykr@hotmail.com.

Please make sure you sign the attendance book as it passes you.

From Words to Silence...
Lift Up to God

by Michaele Harried

Have you spent much time thinking about prayer? Maybe
how to do it, who to pray for, what to say? Prayer is one way for
us to communicate with God; to build our relationship with
Jesus. We acknowledge His greatness, we thank Him for our
blessings, we ask Him for forgiveness and we ask Him to
intercede in our lives and others. Perhaps the hardest aspect of
prayer, at least for me, is to just be in silence listening with Him.
Prayer is powerful and it is something that brings us closer to
God.

Beginning the first Sunday in February and continuing each
Sunday through Easter you will have an opportunity to pray for
an individual in our church community while another individual
will pray for you... each day for one week (Monday to the
following Sunday).

How will this work? When you enter the church on February
5 (and subsequent Sundays), you will be handed a sheet of paper.
On one side you can write down your name (optional) and two-
three prayer requests. The other side will have a short prayer
written on it. That prayer will be said for you as well during the
week.

When you go up to communion simply put your prayer
request in the prayer basket. By doing this, you are deciding to
pray for another person. After communion, the basket will be
moved to the back of the church. Upon leaving, you take
someone else’s prayer request and pray for that person that week.
In other words, put a sheet in and then take a sheet out. You are
praying for someone and someone else is praying for you! The
next Sunday it starts all over.

Prayer makes a difference in the history of other people’s
lives. Are you ready?

Stephen Ministry News

We all experience challenging life times when we could
benefit from the support of a caring Christian friend. Stephen
Ministers are ready to provide the emotional and spiritual care
we need when faced with a crisis or difficulty. We are growing,
we have 3 new in training future Steven Ministers in our new
class. We are in the process of planning a fun event. A social after
the 11:00 O'clock service for awareness of what we do and how
you or someone you care about may become involved. We are
sending another fine Stephen Minister care provider to training
in Orlando so that we are able to train even more care providers
for those that are in need.

Submitted Gina Parrish

Bereavement Support Group

Beginning on February 8 at 2:00 p.m. we will offer a
Bereavement Support Group that will meet in the
Disciples Hall. We will meet for 10 consecutive
Wednesday afternoons for discussion; for support of one
another; for prayer and for focus on what our faith in God
means to us as we face grief.

Grief is an ongoing part of life. We all face grief at
various times and in various ways in life. It comes with
every loss; and sometimes grief comes with change. This
support group will focus on a special topic each week.

We invite you to come and listen or share what is on
your heart and mind.

St. Paul says in Romans 12:15 “Rejoice with those
who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.”

Pastor Balke




What's New for Kids & Families?
Special February Events

Kid’s Club: Friday, February 17 6:30-8:30. A MILLION BILLION GAZILLION WAYS JESUS LOVES ME
Psalm 33:5, "The unfailing love of the Lord fills the earth." Dinner gladly provided. For kids K-5th grade.
Younger kids are welcome with an accompanying adult.

Ever wonder how Dinosaurs fit into the Bible? A SMALL GROUP has started for kids in 1st-5th grade, led by
Michaele Harried. Tuesdays from 5pm-6:15pm in the Upper Room, above the Disciples Hall. It’s a interactive
Bible study with fun activities to help your child develop his/her Biblical worldview and get answers to tough questions! If you’re
interested, contact Michaele at mharried@sbcglobal.net.

Sunday School—Each Sunday 9:30-10:30. Staffed nursery & 3yr-K class off the courtyard; all other grades upstairs above Disciples
Hall. Classes are designed to help your child grow in Christ. This month, we’ll also focus on loving others with our time, talents, &
treasures.

Vacation Bible School News

Mark your calendars!
June 25-29th  5:30pm-7:30pm Dinner from 5:00—5:30
."j It’s led by Bethlehem’s family ... for families!
e

ol o Make your family vacation to BABYLON this summer!
in Capitvity

We need volunteers of all ages & talents! If you have a heart for sharing Jesus, we can find a ministry for you at VBS.
Please contact Megan Barone or Deb Schuetzler ASAP if you want to join the VBS team.
Our first team leader meeting will be Thurs, March 8 at 7pm at church.
Questions? Contact Minister to Children & Families, Megan Barone at blcmegan@bellsouth.net

Spiritual Parenting Class for Parents & Grandparents:
It's not about perfect behavior.  It's about passionate hearts.

This awesome new class is about how to view your role as a spiritually minded parent, the God-given role that is yours alone. It asks
the question, "What is my end goal in raising each of the children God has entrusted to me, and then how will I parent them with that
end in mind?" It will help you create environments in your home that will allow your children to not only hear God’s words but have
opportunities to put them into practice.

This dvd-based study is written by Michelle Anthony, Ed D, Family Ministry Architect at David C Cook Publishing,
former professor at Biola, former family ministry pastor of Rockharbor Church in California, and parent of two.

6 Weeks e« Facilitators and parents of three Jim and Deb Schuetzler
9:30-10:30 on Sunday mornings ¢ Conference Room (next to church office)
Feb 12—March 25 (no class Feb 19)
Contact Deb at debschuetz@yahoo.com or Megan Barone if interested

Dear Rev. Brones
Tucked away in one of the more than 600 Thanksgiving

baskets donated to BEAM this year was a small hand-written note. Notice the new artwork in the Fellowship Hall. It was a
“Thank you so much for helping me when I really needed it. After donation from Missionary Michael Vogel and his family.
2 years and 4 months of being unemployed, I have gotten a job and

wanted to help someone else who may be in need.” A YN

Thanks to you, this kind of positive message is not unique. They are ——

found in visits from past clients, in Christmas cards taped to ——

donated toys, in letters, and in emails.

On behalf of BEAM, I want to personally thank you for your
generosity. Your gift of 80-100 Ibs. of miscellaneous food brought This is the Chinese character that means “lamb.”
to BEAM on January 17th will enable us to continue the successes
of the past year and help us serve needy families in the Beach
community in the coming year.

Each year BEAM continues to advance its mission of keeping
families in their homes and helping them become self-sufficient.
Through our programs of food, rent and utility assistance, and This is the Chinese character that means “I”” or “me.”
referrals to partner agencies, we have seen many lives changed for
the better. Although our economy has dealt a significant financial
blow to many of our neighbors and friends, with the help of
donations from supporter such as you, BEAM will continue to be a
beacon of hope for families in need.

We look forward to sharing our program successes and plans

o2

i

for improving the food pantry in our quarterly newsletter. As a This Chinese character is composed of the “lamb” above “me,”

partner in BEAM’s mission, I welcome your call or email. Again, and means “righteousness.”

please accept our sincere thanks for your support. For Chinese Christians, this calls to mind John 1:29 “Behold,
Best wishes, the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

Susan A. King, Executive Director of BEAM




Preschool News

While it might be chilly outside, it is hopping warm in the
classroom. The 3 year olds and 4 year olds are participating in a
national program called Jump Rope for Heart. The students are
learning jump-roping skills while learning how nutrition and
physical activity can help them live longer, healthier lives. Jump
Rope for Heart also promotes community service by teaching
kids how they can help others. Our event will be part of our
Valentine day celebration schedule for February 14th. The
money collected will go to the American Heart Association.

Our annual Make a Valentine Day will be February 9th from
7am to 2pm. Parents are welcome to come into the Fellowship
Hall and make a Valentine card for their child. The valentines
will be delivered to their child’s classroom on that special day.
We need greeters and help with keeping the supplies available. If
you would like to volunteer to help with the event please contact
Heidi at 249-1204.

We are delighted to recognize one of our VPK teacher’s,
Tamika Calloway for earning her Director’s Credential. Tamika
has been a teacher at Bethlehem for five years and has taught
every age group. Congratulations, we appreciation all your hard
work.

Love one another. John 15:12

Christmas decorations were donated By
Tris and Rem Arnold
in honor o
Pete and Dorotﬁy Loﬁin

From the Education Desk

Isn’t life interesting? Truth IS stranger than fiction. I guess
that accounts for the trend towards “reality” television shows. It
seems there are more of them this year than last year. They are
popular and seem to get good ratings, at least for a time. Maybe
the shows succeed because we are looking for something to
watch during the winter doldrums and because the network
executives play to our basic sinful instincts of voyeurism, greed,
jealousy, gossip, etc.

But are these types of television shows real? Don’t the
directors hire the players after auditioning many try-outs? It is
no coincidence that the “stars” are tall, clever, and attractive.
Aren’t the producers manipulating the audience by filming and
editing the story line ahead of time? They always develop a
“villain”. “Reality” television shows are not done live. Ever feel
used and manipulated at the end of the show because of the time
wasted on watching such a program? Reality shows continue to
air because of their uncanny ability to exploit human weakness.
Life is interesting! But we cannot edit and control ours to play
out in a nice entertaining sixty minute package. Our lives are
real!

The story of Jesus is real! He is our Savior. God, our Father
sent Him to Earth to save us from our sins. Jesus edits our track
records. His sacrifice makes it possible for us to live forever in
heaven with God. Isaiahl:18 says “Though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though they are red as
crimson, they shall be like wool.” Now that’s a happy ending!
More importantly, it is the real, true story! Jesus is real. He tells
us, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.” John 14:6. Stay tuned to God!

Dear Lord,

Please help me by the power of Your Holy Spirit to draw closer
to You. Help me to focus on You, and on all that You have done
for me. Lead me to spend time on things that are real and eternal
such as prayer and reading the Bible. In Jesus’ name I pray.
Amen.

In His Service,
Mrs. Mary Faith Tereszkiewicz,
Minister of Education

News from Vicar John

Dear Bethlehem,

Warmest greetings in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. I
pray this letter finds you all well this Christmas Season.

It’s freezing here! Kelly and I forgot how cold it gets in the
Midwest. After skipping “Winter” last year in sunny Jax Beach,
we’re not as used to ice and wind chill. Classes are going well
this quarter. I’'m taking a heavy load of credits in preparation for
Rasmussen Baby Number Two (that’s his name for now... we’ll
let you know his name once he arrives). This quarter I’'m taking
Pastor as Counselor, Biblical Theology, Sermon Structures, Man
Woman in Christ, Psalms and Writings, and a lectionary
translation class. Kelly is taking a class with me as well, since
wives are allowed to audit one class per quarter. Once I complete
this Winter quarter, I will only be taking nine credit hours in the
Spring, which is the minimum amount of credits allowed for
fulltime students. Next to having only a few classes left to fulfill
for graduation, I figure the small load will allow me to help Kelly
with the new baby, who is due January 29th. So far Kelly’s
pregnancy has gone really well. William knows that he has a
baby brother on the way, but we’re pretty sure he doesn’t fully
understand what this all means.

Kelly is still teaching an online class for Orange Lutheran in
California. Outside of class I stay busy preaching once a month
at Reliant Church, which is a church plant in the city started by
our home church in St. Louis, Christ Memorial. I am also
training for a marathon on April 15th. I'm hoping that I can keep
up with my training during the cold months.

After much thought, prayer, and counsel, Kelly and I have
decided not to stay for another year of graduate study. Now that
I’ll be eligible to take a call in the Spring, I’ve decided to leave
myself open for placement. Kelly and I have had our interviews
with the placement director already. I’m leaving myself open for
team ministry, so I may have some interviews with churches this
Winter, but [ have a feeling I’ll be placed as a sole pastor. We told
the placement office that we’d like to go to the East Coast, West
Coast, Southwest, or Florida. Only time will tell. Until May 1st
(William’s birthday and Call Day), we pray with excitement.

Bethlehem, we’ve had you in our thoughts a lot this year, not
only because we deeply love you, but also because of the love
that you’ve shown this year by meeting a large financial need.
Every month when rent, utilities and health insurance come due,
we’re thankful that these expenses are paid in full instead of
accumulated as debt. Many of my colleagues at seminary do not
have this peace of mind. I consider myself very blessed! As we
take call this Spring, we do so without the fear of large debt
payments. A new child, a new church, a new city to call home...
all these are blessings, but also stressful. Thank you, Bethlehem,
for your very generous gift, which removes money from the list
of those stressful items!

As the year continues, we will be sure to update you on our
new child, as well as where we will be serving the Lord in the
future. Please keep us in your prayers as we go through the
placement process!

May the Lord bless you for being a blessing,
John, Kelly and William Rasmussen

Since this letter, John and Kelly have had their baby, Joshua
Theo, and are doing well.

Women’s Spring Retreat 2012

March 3, 2012
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
5401 Dunn. Ave. Jacksonville, FL

All Bethlehem Women are welcome!

Please see registration forms
in the Narthex!
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